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Impacts of over-use 
8 
Algal blooms 
Loss of floodplain inundation 
Salinity 
Up to 2006 
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The Water Act 2007 
“The current trajectory of water use and 
management in Australia is not 
sustainable… We need radical and 
permanent change.” 
 
“We must strike a sustainable balance 
between the demands of agriculture, 
industry and towns on the one hand and the 
needs of the environment on the other.” 
 
Former Prime Minister John Howard 
January 2007 
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Basin Plan 2012 
 Sustainable diversion limits 
  - Surface water and groundwater 
 
 Water trading rules 
 
 Environmental water strategy 
Developing the Basin Plan: determining an 
environmentally sustainable level of take 
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Developing the Basin Plan: assessing social 
and economic impacts 
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Water Resource Plans   
Sustainable Diversion Limits 
Water recovery 
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Developing the Basin Plan: adoption in 
Parliament 
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